Loss of heterozygosity at polymorphic chromosomal loci in patients with malignant melanoma.
One type of aberration of DNA found in human cancers is loss of heterozygosity at chromosomal loci. This loss suggests that inactivation of particular genes is involved in the genesis of cancer cells. We have analyzed tumor DNA and normal DNA from eight patients with malignant melanomas using 24 polymorphic DNA probes and detected loss of heterozygosity in three patients at five loci on four different chromosomes. These results indicate that the frequency of loss of heterozygosity at chromosomal loci is relatively high in malignant melanomas, but that the regions lost are not restricted to specific chromosomes.